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43^ : 


•'v 1951 


for* 

SUBJECT * 

EI.FiMMCfc t 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
KATI08AL SECURITY COUNCIL 


Joint Chiefs of Staff nesorandum, w Military Action in 
Korea/ dated 5 April 1951 

SSC 1*8/3 


1. The Director of Central Intelligence submits the following c ca- 
pote of thia Agency to the NSC Senior Staff for ita information in the 
consideration of SSC 1*8/3* 

,s The National h'atisetes Board of the Central Intelligence 
Agamy has considered the subject paper. The only section of 
this paper which falls within the province of thia Hoard ia 
section #2, on which the following comment* are made: 


believe it an unwarranted assuaptlon that Soviet 
ixmdiate objectlvea are concentrated in cither Europe 
or in Asia, to the exclusion of the other. The USSR 
ha* the capability of waving in Europe and the Far taet 
concurrently and it ia probable that Soviet immediate 
objective* include any area which offers an opportunity 
for expansion without an unacceptable risk of precipi- 
tating general war. 


25X1 


reouKHT no, 

ii S3 GKAKQE IK SlftSS, 
□ seiiussmEa 
si«ss, SHfJBSD TO I 
RfcXT fiiVllW BATE: 


“-•■ven on the assumption that issswdiate Soviet 
objectives are cantered cm Western Europe, it is argu- 
able whether the Soviets would consider it wholly to 
their advantage that UH forces remain eowsltted in 
lore*. As against the obvious advantage of tying up 
US forces in Korea, the Soviets would have to weigh 
the possibility that these UN forces might drive the 
Coasauniei forces out of Korea, thereby precipitating 
a crisis in Sino-Soviet relations and posing the 
possibility that the USSR night tee obliged prematurely 
to precipitate a general war by intervening in force 
against the DH troops. On the other hand, a withdrawal 
of UN troops from Korea without a settlement of the 

— -Ko gs a n . issue satisfactory to the UN, would have the 

n political and propaganda advantage for the Soviets and 
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Chinese Coasanlsts of * aajor victory end the itrt- 
iegie advantage of control of Korea end relief of the 
pressure on Chinese C anuniet troops and resources. 

The disadvantage to the US5® of a withdrawal of US 
forces froo Korea would be that these forces could be 
redeployed elsewhere* However, it ia unlikely that 
these forces could all be made tillable for use in 
Europe* 

*3n the assumption that Soviet large diate objectives 
are centered 1b the Far East, it is likewise arguable 
whether the Soviet# would consider it entirely advan- 
tageous to then to have the OS forces withdrew free 
Korea. So long as the Korean issue reaalns unsettled 
and so long as UN forces are contained in Korea, the 
Soviets are assured of their hold over the Peiping 
Government and can reckon on the likelihood of dissen- 
sion between the UN powers, as wall as the unlikelihood 
of affective ON support for anti-Coasunist forces in 
Southeast Asia. 1 * 

2* These consents have not been coordinated with the agencies 
represented on the Intelligence Advisory Coaeelttee. 
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